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NEWS RELEASE  
  
December 1, 2020  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           
MOREHEAD, Ky.---  
  
Board of Regents to hold quarterly meeting   
  
Morehead State University's Board of Regents will hold a quarterly meeting Thursday, 
Dec. 3, at 8:30 a.m. via WebEx teleconference. 
 
During the meeting, the board will vote to ratify fall 2020 graduates and the amended 
operating budget. In addition, the board will vote to approve the repurposing of Brains 
for Bucks funds and will vote to approve the first quarter financial report. The board will 
also vote to approve a lease modification agreement with J.P. Morgan Chase Bank.  
 
In other action, the board will vote to:  
• Approve contract extensions for athletic coaches.   
• Approve the Certificate in Intelligence Studies program.   
• Approve the certificate in Military History and Policy program.  
 
 
The board will also hear a University debt restructuring update from MSU 
President Dr. Jay Morgan. 
 
For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/bor 
 
 
 
 
                                              
 
NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 2, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Morehead State housing director Alan Rucker elected KAHO president  
Alan Rucker (17), Morehead State's director of housing and residence education, has been chosen as president-elect of the 
Kentucky Association of Housing Officers (KAHO) at the 2020 KAHO Annual Business Meeting.   
 
"It's a tremendous honor to serve the Kentucky Association of Housing Officers as their president-elect and eventually 
president," Rucker said. "With everything going in in the world and higher education, more than ever, it's important to have 
an organization that can advocate for housing staff and provide development opportunities for a professional body. I'm 
honored that the membership has placed their trust in me to lead our organization as we do that."   
 
KAHO exists to provide personal and professional growth opportunities for college and university housing and residence life 
officers across the Commonwealth of Kentucky. As the professional home for college and university housing staff, comprised 
of members from every institution with a housing operation, KAHO ensures unity, advocacy, and resource-sharing to cultivate 
professionalism, high standards, and collaboration with other state agencies various professional organizations throughout 
the world.   
 
As president-elect, Rucker will assist the annual conference host committee with hosting the annual KAHO conference and 
serve as the meeting's programming chair. The president-elect position also chairs the awards/recognition committee for the 
organization's annual awards. Rucker will serve as president-elect until the 2021 annual conference, where he will begin his 
term as president of the organization. 
 
Rucker earned his MBA from MSU in 2017 and is a degree candidate in the Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) program at MSU. He 
has served the students of Morehead State University since 2012. Rucker has 15 years of senior leadership experience and 
expertise in the areas of staff recruitment and development, client service and operational efficiency improvements.   
 
"Getting this opportunity is really a testament to the outstanding accomplishments we've been able to achieve here at 
Morehead State. The exemplary community we've been able to build has propelled our residential experience to one of the 
best in the Commonwealth and I'm looking forward to working with our colleagues across the state to continue the great 
work and efforts of past KAHO governing councils," Rucker said.    
 
For information about MSU's Office of Student Housing, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/housing, email 
housing@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2060.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 2, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Jim E. Dotson Memorial Education Endowment established  
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the establishment of the Jim E. Dotson Memorial Education 
Endowment, a fund to benefit Morehead State University education students.    
 
Jim E. Dotson (69, 73) earned a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in education from MSU. He proceeded to devote nearly 
four decades of his life to education and improving the lives of students in Ohio at Cypress Christian School, Brookpark 
Middle School, Finland Middle School, Starling Middle School, and Westland High School.   
 
When Jim passed away in 2012, the family requested memorial contributions in lieu of flowers. Multiple family and 
friends made contributions in his memory. Jim's wife, Marilyn, his children and a host of others have continued to make 
annual contributions to grow the fund to endowment level. 
 
“Morehead State had a significant impact on my father’s commitment to education for over 35 years and he was so 
proud to be an Eagle. He always said, ‘You have to look at the child first and let kids know you care in order for them to 
be successful,’” said Jonathan Dotson (00, 01), son of the scholarship’s namesake. “Our father believed that students are 
at the heart of everything we do.” 
 
Scholarship criteria include being a full-time student majoring in education with preference given to students from Pike 
County, Kentucky, or Franklin County, Ohio. Recipients must maintain a cumulative GPA of at least 3.3 and maintain 
overall satisfactory scholastic standing.   
 
Students interested in applying to this scholarship, along with other privately funded scholarships managed by the MSU 
Foundation, should visit the online scholarship application at moreheadstate.awardspring.com. 
     
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and 
Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu.  
 
Photo (taken in 2019): Family members helped establish the Jim E. Dotson Memorial Education Fund to help benefit MSU 
education students. Front Row, left to right: Jim E. Dotson (69, 73), sons Chad Dotson and Jonathan Dotson (00, 01). Back 
Row, left to right: wife Sue James Dotson (66), mother-in-law Faye Burton, brother-in-law Clyde I. James (65) and Jennifer 
Mack Dotson (02). 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 3, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU has 31 Adobe certifications during fall 2020 semester  
Despite the challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic, students from Morehead State University’s Department 
of Art and Design and the Convergent Media program earned 31 Adobe Certified Associate certifications 
during the fall 2020 semester.  
“I say this every semester – that our students deserve a very big ‘congratulations’ for all of the hard work and 
dedication that went into this achievement. Never does that statement ring truer than this term,” said Tony 
Glover, coordinator of MSU’s Adobe Certification program. “The difficult nature and changes that the COVID-
19 crisis has placed on students and educators alike presented new challenges on how to continue their 
education online in these extraordinary times. They not only met those challenges but excelled at them. These 
results rival some of our highest pre-COVID success rates.”   
There were 31 certifications earned in the following areas:   
• Visual Design using Adobe Photoshop (18)   
• Graphic Design and Illustration using Adobe Illustrator (6)    
• Digital Video using Adobe Premiere Pro (5)   
• Adobe Design Professional – Digital Design Specialist (2 students who have passed the Illustrator, 
InDesign and Photoshop exams)   
Of the students who earned Adobe Certified Associate certifications for Fall 2020, Clarissa Vashanti Gearner, a 
freshman from Morehead, earned the Top Overall Score. Gearner also placed in the top tier of all test-takers 
nationwide.   
“The certifications earned this semester truly reinforce the fact that MSU’s continued commitment to quality 
education and career readiness in both digital media and graphic design is working,” Glover said.   
For more information about MSU’s Adobe Certification programs, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/adobe, email 
Glover at c.glover@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-9338.      
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 3, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Board of Regents holds quarterly meeting  
Morehead State University's Board of Regents held a quarterly meeting Thursday, Dec. 3, at 8:30 a.m. via 
WebEx teleconference. 
 
During the meeting, the board ratified the fall 2020 graduates and the amended operating budget. In addition, 
the board approved the repurposing of Bucks for Brains funds. 
 
In other action, the board approved the first quarter financial report and a lease modification agreement with J.P. 
Morgan Chase Bank. The board heard a University debt restructuring update from MSU President Dr. Jay 
Morgan and Mary Fister-Tucker, chief financial officer and vice president of fiscal services. 
 
Two new certificate programs were approved in Intelligence Studies and Military History & Policy. 
 
President Jay Morgan and the board recognized Dr. Beverly Klecker, professor of education; Virginia Brown, 
building services technician; and Kenna Markley, senior from Louisville, for their outstanding leadership, 
service and dedication to the University. 
 
For more information, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/bor.   
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 5,  2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
MSU Commencement honors spring and fall 2020 graduates 
Even with the unique challenges and changes in the spring and fall semesters of 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, many Morehead State University students completed an academic milestone.   
MSU honored more than 1,500 degree candidates at the virtual 2020 Spring and Fall Commencement 
ceremonies held on Saturday, Dec. 5. There was a total of 1,028 degrees handed out for the spring and summer 
2020 graduates and 515 for the graduates from fall and winter 2020.  
Supporters of these graduates were able to visit www.moreheadstate.edu/graduation to view virtual graduation 
ceremony videos. Each graduate's name was read as part of the ceremony.   
Olivia Lohmeier (20) of Cincinnati, Ohio, served as the commencement speaker representing the Elmer R. 
Smith College of Business and Technology. She is the daughter of Marty and Doug Lohmeier. She graduated 
with a 3.94 cumulative GPA and earned a Bachelor of Business Administration in Information Systems Area.     
A member of MSU's volleyball team and beach volleyball team, Lohmeier was recently honored as one of six 
Ohio Valley Conference (OVC) Scholar-Athletes for 2020, the highest individual honor for a conference 
student-athlete. She was also honored in the 2019-2020 academic year as the MSU Elmer R. Smith College of 
Business and Technology Outstanding Computer Information Systems Student of the Year. She has been a 
multi-year selection to the OVC's Commissioner's Honor Roll and the MSU's Dean's List while also earning 
multiple OVC Academic Medals of Honor.   
Lohmeier is a member of the MSU volleyball leadership team and a volleyball representative on the core 
leadership team of Athletes in Action (AIA). She's also volunteered for numerous off and on-campus events, 
including Better Life Church, College Night, Freshman Move-In and multiple youth clinics.   
Lohmeier was named to the American Volleyball Coaches Association All-Midwest Region Team and 
a VolleyballMag.com Honorable Mention All-American in 2019. A First Team All-OVC selection for two 
straight seasons, she ranked Top 25 in the NCAA in five statistical categories in 2019, including ranking 
seventh in the country in total points and eighth in total kills.   
Josiah Michael Hudson (20) of South Shore, Kentucky, served as the commencement speaker representing the 
College of Science. He is the son of Jan and Greg Hudson. He graduated with a 3.9 cumulative GPA and earned 
a Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Sciences.   
Hudson was the recipient of the David Watts Scholarship, the Kentucky Scholar Award, the Alumni 
Scholarship and the Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship. He also participated in Northeast Kentucky 
Area Health Education Center's STEPS program during the 2019-20 academic year. Hudson has been involved 
with MSU's CRU (Campus Crusade for Christ International) since his freshman year. He joined the leadership 
his sophomore year and currently serves as MSU CRU's president.   
Hudson has been accepted into the University of Louisville School of Medicine with plans to become a 
pediatrician or Med-Peds doctor. He eventually wants to return home to South Shore to practice medicine at his 
father's pediatric office, Christ Care Pediatrics.   
Alexa Potts (20) of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, served as the commencement speaker representing Caudill College 
of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences. She is the daughter of Dan Potts and Amy Potts. She graduated with a 
4.0 cumulative GPA and earned a Bachelor of Arts in History and Legal Studies with a minor in Spanish.     
At Morehead State, Potts was a member of the George M. Luckey Jr. Academic Honors Program. She was an 
Undergraduate Research Fellow for three years, where she presented her research on travel writing in Kentucky 
at the Kentucky Philological Association and the Celebration of Student Scholarship in 2018. She also 
represented the Caudill College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences at the 2017 Idea Festival in 
Louisville.     
As a member and team captain of MSU Rifle, Potts was named Air Rifle All-American and First-Team All-
OVC (Ohio Valley Conference) for air rifle and smallbore during the 2018-19 season. That same year, she set 
the school record for air rifle individual scoring versus Jacksonville State. At the 2019 OVC Championships, 
Potts also set the smallbore individual scoring record, the smallbore individual 20 shots prone school record and 
the individual aggregate school record. She qualified for the 2019 NCAA Championships as an individual.      
To view videos from MSU's Spring and Fall 
Commencement Ceremonies, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/graduation.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 9, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Friends of Cave Run Scholarship awarded to five MSU recipients in 2020-21  
The Morehead State University Foundation has announced the 2020-21 recipients of the Friends of Cave Run Scholarship 
Endowment, a fund to benefit MSU students.   
The Friends of Cave Run Association established the scholarship in 2013. This scholarship endowment funds annual 
scholarships to students from multiple counties surrounding Cave Run Lake. Recipients of the scholarship must be 
incoming MSU freshmen who are residents of Rowan, Bath, Menifee, Morgan and Montgomery counties. Students must 
have maintained a high school grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 or above.    
This year’s recipients are:   
• Nick Bowman, Rowan County   
• Bailey Cobb, Montgomery County   
• Kelsie Evans, Menifee County   
• Savanna King, Bath County   
• Rebecca Whitaker, Morgan County   
The Friends of Cave Run Association hosts an annual fishing tournament and donates the proceeds to grow the 
endowment. Currently, the endowment value is nearly $50,000. Stokley’s Marine, a boat and boat supply business based 
in Nicholasville, is also a generous partner and provides an annual contribution to fund these scholarships so that the 
Association can focus on endowment growth.   
The 2021 Friends of Cave Run Association fishing tournament is scheduled for May 22, 2021.    
Students interested in applying for this scholarship, along with other privately funded scholarships managed by the MSU 
Foundation, should visit the online scholarship application at moreheadstate.awardspring.com.       
For more information on this scholarship, or to establish your own, contact MSU’s Office of Alumni Relations and 
Development at 606-783-2033, email giving@moreheadstate.edu or visit alumni.moreheadstate.edu. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 10, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Mesa-Gaido profiled by Ruckus art journal, exhibits work in South Carolina  
Elizabeth Mesa-Gaido, professor of art at Morehead State University, produces artwork that is informed by global 
events and personal experience.  
She was recently profiled by Ruckus, a Louisville-based, independent journal that highlights art in the Midwest and the 
South. The Q&A article highlights her artistic journey, what brought her to MSU and some of her artwork.    
“I was thrilled to be contacted by Anna Blake, the writer, about her wanting to interview me for the Ruckus article. She 
did a phenomenal job of synthesizing our hour-long conversation for the publication,” Mesa-Gaido said. “It was an honor 
to have my work showcased and thoughts written about by Anna and published by Ruckus.”  
Mesa-Gaido’s art is currently on display in A Common Thread: Textiles Past & Present, an exhibit showcasing 
contemporary concepts in textile art, running through Jan. 9, 2021, at The Art Center of Greenwood in South 
Carolina. The show is free and open to the public.   
According to Mesa-Gaido, the majority of her work in the invitational exhibit was made possible with the support of two 
MSU Creative Productions Summer Fellowships (2013 and 2020). It includes 51 abstract, wall-hanging sculptures, 
representing 50 states and the District of Columbia (D.C.), that were inspired by graphs of COVID-19 cases.  
To read the interview Mesa-Gaido in Ruckus, visit www.ruckuslouisville.com/SPEAKING-Elizabeth-Mesa-Gaido.   
Learn more about A Common Thread: Textiles Past & Present by visiting www.emeraldtriangle.us/arts-center/art-
exhibits.   
For more information on MSU’s Department of Art & Design, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/art, 
email arde@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2766.  
 
### 
 
Morehead State University (MSU) is a comprehensive public university with robust undergraduate and graduate programs, emerging doctoral programs, and an emphasis on regional engagement. 
MSU aspires to be the best public regional university in the South through prioritizing student success; outcomes; academic excellence; and rankings, reputation and regional responsiveness. 
 
MSU is an affirmative action, equal opportunity, educational institution. 
 
 
 
                                              
 
NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 15, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Engineering and Technology Management students achieve high pass rate on 
certification exam   
Morehead State University’s Department of Engineering and Technology Management (ETM) fall 2020 
graduating class achieved a 90 percent pass rate on the Certified Technology Manager (CTM) Exam, earning 
them national certification.   
 
The CTM Exam is nationally administered through the Association of Technology, Management and Applied 
Engineering (ATMAE) to certify accredited program graduates. The Department of Engineering and Technology 
Management has been accredited by ATMAE since 1998, with reaccreditation achieved through 2026. Twenty-
seven of the 30 MSU students who took the exam passed it.   
 
“We are proud of ETM faculty and graduating seniors for their success,” said School of Engineering and 
Computer Science Associate Dean Dr. Ahmad Zargari.  
 
A minimum score of 95 out of 160 in leadership, self-management, systems, processes, operations, people, 
project, quality, risk and safety is required to pass the exam and qualify for certification. Certified Technology 
Manager is the initial certification status awarded by ATMAE’s. Certification holders may report continuing 
education activity to be eligible for certified senior technology manager (CSTM) status.   
 
MSU’s ETM students take the Certified Technology Manager (CTM) exam before graduation in their senior 
year. The historical average national pass rate for the CTM exam is 69 percent.   
 
To learn more about programs in the Department of Engineering and Technology Management, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/etm, email etm@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2418.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 15, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
  
Craft Academy and Gatton Academy Class of 2023 admission deadline extended   
  
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics and The Gatton Academy of Mathematics and 
Science announced on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2020, their coordinated admissions deadlines will be extended from 
Feb. 1, 2021 to March 1, 2021.  
  
The programs are taking steps to support prospective students in applying for admissions to the academies 
despite the current pandemic. In addition to extending the deadline, these measures include offering special 
administrations of the ACT at the academies’ host campuses of Morehead State University (Craft Academy) 
and Western Kentucky University (Gatton Academy). Known as ACT OnCampus (formerly known as the ACT 
Residual Test), these special testing dates provide prospective students the opportunity to take the ACT exam 
outside of a national test administration and are less likely to be cancelled or rescheduled. For more information 
on registering for the ACT OnCampus, prospective students should email the Craft Academy 
at craftacademy@moreheadstate.edu or the Gatton Academy at academy@wku.edu  
  
Extending the admissions deadline allows prospective students more time to request letters of recommendation, 
request official transcripts, and complete required essays. It also gives prospective students who do not take the 
ACT OnCampus one last national ACT administration on Feb. 6. Note students may not take the 
ACT OnCampus and test on Feb. 6.   
  
Offering ACT OnCampus opportunities and extending the admissions deadline maintain the admissions 
standards of the Craft Academy and the Gatton Academy while addressing some of the barriers prospective 
students have faced in this unprecedented time. Both academies are looking forward to next fall with full 
residence halls and in-person classes.  
  
About the Craft Academy: Established in 2015, The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and 
Mathematics is a residential program for academically exceptional Kentucky high school students. The Craft 
Academy's purpose is to meet the unique educational needs of academically gifted and talented high school 
juniors and seniors in the Commonwealth. The academic rigor of the Craft Academy challenges students to 
excel at their highest level through project-based STEM+X courses and hands-on learning experiences, with 
emphasis on innovation, design and creativity, and civic and regional engagement. The Craft Academy has been 
named to Jay Mathews’ list of top-performing schools with elite students. To learn more, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy.   
  
About the Gatton Academy: Established in 2007, The Gatton Academy is Kentucky’s first residential two-
year program for gifted and talented junior and seniors. The Gatton Academy’s students enroll as juniors and 
are full-time WKU students pursuing their interests in advanced science, technology, engineering and 
mathematical careers. The Gatton Academy has been named to Jay Mathews’ list of top-performing schools 
with elite students for ten consecutive appearances and was recently awarded the NCSSS 2020 Innovative 
Partnership Award for their study abroad partnership with Cloudbridge Nature Reserve. For more information, 
visit www.wku.edu/academy.   
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 16, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
 
Morehead State University soaring to new heights 
 
While 2020 presented unprecedented challenges, Morehead State University soared to new heights by almost 
every measure in spite of those circumstances. MSU continued to rise in national rankings, made significant 
improvement in student retention, and increased alumni giving and support to the University.  
 
• MSU was named one of the top public regional universities in the South by US News & World Report 
for the 17th consecutive year and moved up 17th in the rankings. This is MSU’s highest ranking.   
• MSU’s programs in nursing, adult and higher education, graphic design/art, wellness promotion, 
sociology, accounting, space systems engineering/astrophysics and Doctorate in Education all received 
state and/or national recognition for quality and affordability.  
• MSU raised first to second year retention rates to nearly 76%. 
• Alumni and friends gave to MSU at an all-time high percentage and helped fund student support and 
scholarships during the pandemic. 
 
MSU aspires to be the best public university in the South. With these accomplishments, and many more, it will 
continue to soar toward that goal in the year ahead. 
 
For more information about MSU’s strategic plan, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/strategicplan. If you would 
like information about MSU’s position in other national rankings, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/rankings. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 17, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
  
MSU sport management program ranked in top 25 nationally  
For the second consecutive year, Morehead State University’s Master of Arts in Sport Management program 
has garnered a national ranking.   
The online program was named one of the 25 Best Online Master’s in Sports Management programs for 2021 
by Best Masters Programs (BestMastersPrograms.org). This ranking follows a Best Master’s in Sports 
Management Programs for 2020 recognition from Intelligent.com.   
Master of Sport Management programs were ranked based on factors like tuition, potential salary and student 
reviews. A complete list of rankings can be found at https://www.bestmastersprograms.org/best-online-sports-
management-masters.   
Best Masters Programs is a website that helps visitors find the best traditional and online master’s degree 
programs by providing rankings and reviews of the country’s top programs in popular career fields.   
The Master of Arts in Sport Management provides students with opportunities to develop and demonstrate the 
expertise and research skills necessary to make independent professional contributions in sports management. 
Graduates from this program pursue management careers in amateur, collegiate and professional sports teams, 
facilities and events management, sports management and merchandise.     
For more information on MSU’s Master of Arts in Sport Management program, contact Dr. Julia Hypes, 
associate professor of sport management, at 606-783-2176 or j.hypes@moreheadstate.edu, or 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/study/MA-sportmgmt.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 17, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
  
MSU students and faculty produce and perform music special on KET  
Faculty and students from Morehead State University’s Department of Communication, Media and Languages 
and Department of Music, Theatre and Dance are coming together for a creative endeavor coming to the small 
screen to brighten up the holiday season.   
Under the leadership of Jeffrey Hill, professor of mass communication, and Ryan McGillicuddy, assistant 
professor of music, the hour-long video work “The Ryan McGillicuddy Big Band” will premiere at 2 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 27, on Kentucky Educational Television (KET). The project is also scheduled for nine 
additional airdates between Dec. 29 and Jan. 4, 2021.   
With the support of an MSU Creative Productions grant, McGillicuddy composed and arranged five 
compositions while arranging one traditional work and one piece by jazz artist Jim Golding. From there, he 
formed an 18-piece Big Band consisting of Kentucky jazz musicians, as well MSU faculty and students.   
MSU students and faculty who performed in “The Ryan McGillicuddy Big Band” include:   
• Mason Boore (20, trumpet), graduate assistant in trumpet, Morehead   
• Christopher Dudley (trumpet), senior music major, Frankfort   
• Glenn Ginn (guitar), associate professor of jazz studies   
• Dr. Nathan Mensink (tenor saxophone), visiting assistant professor of saxophone   
• Ryan McGillicuddy (upright bass), professor of jazz studies   
“I participated in ensembles there and developed a love for the idiom. But it wasn’t until I started teaching at 
MSU that I dove into writing for Big Band,” McGillicuddy said. “I teach a Big Band here and started to write 
for the ensemble. It’s a great opportunity to get my music played from our college musicians and hone my 
writing skills.”   
McGillicuddy then tapped Hill to shoot a performance in Button Auditorium with a 10-camera video shoot. In 
addition to assembling a production crew of professionals from Kentucky, Washington D.C., and California, he 
was also assisted by MSU communication instructor Chris Merritt (04, 09) and several MSU students.   
MSU students and faculty involved in the production of “The Ryan McGillicuddy Big Band” include:   
• Austin Boggs (19), Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies, Hazard   
• Dr. Katy Carlson, professor of English   
• Mason Daugherty (19), Bachelor of Music in Jazz Performance, Bass Guitar, Finchville   
• James Dillon (20), Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies, Flemingsburg   
• Sahara LaForce (20), Bachelor of Arts in Convergent Media, Tazewell, Virginia   
• Chris Merritt (04, 09), instructor of communication   
• Nicolas Salyers, senior convergent media major, Sandy Hook   
• Ryan Woods, (20), Bachelor of Music in Music, Louisville   
“During the filming, it was important to keep all the production staff aware of what everyone else was doing. 
During the post-production, it was quite challenging editing 10 different cameras,” Hill said. “All my projects at 
MSU have used production students. I think it is imperative that students get a chance to do real-world work 
while at MSU.”   
“Typically, when recording with an 18-piece jazz ensemble, with music that is this complicated and 
challenging, the ensemble would do a rehearsal prior to the recording, and the recording would most likely take 
up an 8-10 hour studio chunk,” McGillicuddy said. “In our case, we only had about a 6-hour window to do a 
quick rehearsal and record the music. Kudos to all the musicians who rose to the challenge.”   
After the production was complete, Hill submitted the show to KET.   
“It is always gratifying to see one’s work be picked up for distribution. It is particularly gratifying to see the 
project broadcast on what is perhaps the biggest viewing day of the year,” Hill said. “Having had a relationship 
with KET for 15 years, I sent the project to program manager Paul Smith and he felt this was the type of project 
that KET’s mission strives for.”   
Both Hill and McGillicuddy are thrilled to have this performance recorded and presented to Kentucky viewers 
and that it is a shining example of MSU’s creative talent.   
“It shows that faculty and students are doing real-world professional work,” Hill said.   
McGillicuddy added, “I think it will showcase the talent we have here at MSU and be a beacon for aspiring 
musicians in the area.”   
For further information, contact Hill 
at j.hill@moreheadstate.edu or McGillicuddy at r.mcgillicuddy@moreheadstate.edu. You can also visit the KET 
website at www.ket.org/program/the-ryan-mcgillicuddy-big-band/the-ryan-mcgillicuddy-big-band.   
To learn more about programs in MSU’s Department of Communication, Media and Languages, 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/cml, email cml@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2134.   
To learn more about music programs at MSU, email mtd@moreheadstate.edu, 606-783-2473 or 
visit www.moreheadstate.edu/music.  
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 17, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
  
Craft Academy student is Coca-Cola Scholarship semifinalist  
Maiqi Qin, a senior from Salt Lick who attends the Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics at 
Morehead State, has been named a semifinalist for the 2021 Coca-Cola Scholars Program. Qin is moving to the 
next round of the selection process to become a Coca-Cola Scholar and receive a $20,000 college scholarship.   
 
In addition to her studies at the Craft Academy, Qin works as the social media manager for Dear Asian Youth, a 
non-profit organization that seeks to diversify the Asian narrative while empowering marginalized 
communities. She’s also an intern with Blessed Hands, a non-profit organization that funds educational 
tuitions for students in the three provinces in China with an emphasis on the Yangshuo,Morehead's sister city, 
as well as Du'an, and Qinzhou areas of Guangxi Province, P. R. China, allowing the students to continue their 
education. She is also social media marketing specialist and conference moderator for the Women of Color 
Conference and is a community lead with Space to Speak, a youth organization that offers support and 
resources to victims of sexual violence.   
 
A joint effort of Coca-Cola bottlers across the country and The Coca-Cola Company, the Coca-Cola Scholars 
Program is the largest corporate-sponsored, achievement-based scholarship program in the United States. 
With the addition of the 2021 class, the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation will have provided more than 6,450 
Coke Scholars nationwide with more than $75 million in scholarships over the course of 33 years. Only 1,609 
Semifinalists were chosen among 99,403 applicants this year. The Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation celebrates 
and empowers visionary leaders who are refreshing the world. With its 32nd class of Coca-Cola Scholars, the 
foundation has provided more than $72 million in scholarships to more than 6,300 program alumni who 
together have become a powerful force for positive change. Learn more at www.coca-
colascholarsfoundation.org. 
 
“We believe that identifying these young leaders throughout the country and encouraging their passion for 
serving others not only empowers the students, but also lifts up those around them.” said Jane Hale Hopkins, 
president of the foundation. “The Coca-Cola system is dedicated to giving back to the communities they serve, 
and the Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation is proud to be a part of that commitment.” 
 
Qin will participate in round two and an independent selection committee will review those applications and 
select 250 regional finalists for online interviews. One hundred fifty Coca-Cola Scholars will be named in March 
to receive a $20,000 college scholarship and participate in the Coca-Cola Scholars Leadership Development 
Institute facilitated by program alumni. 
 
The Craft Academy for Excellence in Science and Mathematics is a dual-credit residential high school for 
academically exceptional Kentucky students. The Craft Academy's purpose is to meet the unique educational 
needs of academically gifted and talented high school juniors and seniors in the Commonwealth. The 
academic rigor of the Craft Academy challenges students to excel at their highest level through project-based 
STEM+X courses and hands-on learning experiences, with emphasis on innovation, design and creativity, and 
civic and regional engagement. The Craft Academy has been named to Jay Mathews’ list of top-performing 
schools with elite students. 
 
For more information about the Craft Academy at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/craft-academy.   
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December 17, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
  
MSU students and professor publish research internationally  
Morehead State Professor of Biology Dr. Janelle Hare and a group of student researchers published articles in 
two academic journals in 2020, exploring gene damage in a drug-resistant pathogen. 
 
Students involved in the research were Jordan Carrington, a 2019 biomedical science graduate from Somerset; 
Megan Peterson, a 2020 graduate with a Master of Science in Biology from Wallingford; and 2020 Craft 
Academy graduate Kevin Johnson from Rush. Their research involves the pathogen Acinetobacter baumannii, 
and its response to hybrid proteins. Articles were published in the Canadian Journal of Microbiology and the 
Microbiology Society’s journal, Microbiology. 
 
The article in Microbiology, co-authored by Hare and Peterson, identified that two proteins, not just one, 
cooperated to control the response to DNA damage that bacteria can make. This helps them stay alive after 
exposure to certain chemicals or radiation. 
 
The article in the Canadian Journal of Microbiology was first-authored by MSU post-doctoral research 
associate, Dr. Deb Cook, who worked with Hare in mentoring Carrington and Johnson. It tested whether the 
two proteins that cooperate to control the DNA damage response (UmuDAb and DdrR) directly touch each 
other to achieve this control. Hare and her team did not find evidence that they did so but found that each of 
the two proteins can bind to themselves in groups of two. This is common in proteins that bind to DNA to 
control its use. 
 
The work Hare, Cook, and their students did sheds light on how the DNA damage response system in bacteria 
can result in bacteria gaining resistance to antibiotics. Not only does the research have important medical 
ramifications, but it also helps students gain valuable skills.   
 
“It teaches the students the importance of the scientific method and quality control,” Hare said. “It also gives 
them a real-world view of how the information they learn in the classroom each day is gained—through 
experimentation.” 
 
Hare added she and her students are proud of their contributions to the scientific community. 
 
“We feel proud of our work, because not all manuscripts are accepted for publication. It is a lot of work and it 
can be hard to move through the peer-review process. But sharing our work with the larger scientific 
community is the final goal of any research project, so it feels good to have completed that step,” she said. “I 
also hope that their experience boosts their confidence on a personal and future professional level, to know 
that what they do is important and relevant.” 
 
Morehead State offers numerous research opportunities for students in every major. Our Undergraduate 
Research Fellowship program allows students to participate in academic research with a faculty member as 
early as their freshman year. Students in the program will have the opportunity to present their research at 
regional, national and international conferences and publish it in academic journals.   
 
To learn more about research opportunities at MSU, visit www.moreheadstate.edu/undergraduateresearch.   
 
For information about programs in MSU’s Department of Biology and Chemistry, visit 
www.moreheadstate.edu/biochem, email bioc@moreheadstate.edu or call 606-783-2945.   
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December 17, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
Office of Communications and Marketing wins digital marketing award  
Morehead State’s Office of Communications and Marketing (OCM) won a gold award in the Eighth Annual Education and 
Digital Marketing Awards for the Student Orientation and Registration (SOAR) Online microsite.   
 
Typically, SOAR is an in-person, on-campus event, but was converted to a virtual platform due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. SOAR allows incoming first-year students to learn more about their academic fields of interest, take a campus 
tour, register for their first-semester classes and interact with current MSU students, faculty and staff.    
 
“I’m proud of the quality of work the staff in Communications and Marketing consistently produces in representing 
Morehead State University. This award recognizes the strength of their work and only further validates the 
professionalism and creativity the staff brings to MSU. They take great pride in the University, and their work shows it,” 
said Dr. Jami Hornbuckle, assistant vice president for communications and marketing. “I feel lucky to work with them.”   
 
“This award, and others like it, are important, not just for acknowledging the good work being done by MSU employees, 
but also as an indication of the excellence we seek to provide students in all that we do – in every experience.”   
 
Creating the microsite was a collaborative effort between OCM, the Division of Student Life, and the Offices of 
Accounting and Financial Services, Dining Services, EagleCard, Enrollment Services, Financial Aid, First-Year Programs, 
Housing, Information Technology, Retention and Advising, and the University Store.   
 
The Education Digital Marketing Awards recognizes the best educational websites, digital content, electronic 
communications, mobile media and social media.    
 
To see a complete list of award winners, visit educationdigitalmarketingawards.com.   
 
To view the SOAR microsite visit www.moreheadstate.edu/soar-online. The site will be updated for 2021 student 
orientation, which is currently being planned. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
 
December 18, 2020 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
MOREHEAD, Ky.--- 
MSU Winter Break is Dec. 18-Jan. 4  
Morehead State University will be closed Dec. 21-Jan. 4 for Winter Break. Classes will not meet and 
administrative offices will be closed.    
 
The Camden-Carroll Library will be closed from Dec. 19 to Jan. 3, 2021.    
 
ADUC is and will remain closed until Jan. 18, 2021. Starbucks will be closed from Dec. 19, 2020, to Jan. 3, 2021, 
and will reopen Monday, Jan. 4.   
 
The Rocky Adkins Dining Commons will remain closed until Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2021.     
 
The University Post Office will close from Dec. 19 to Jan. 3, 2021, and will reopen with regular hours, 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., on Monday, Jan. 4.   
 
The University Store will be closed from Dec. 21, 2020, to Jan. 3, 2021. The store will reopen on Monday, Jan. 
4, with regular hours.   
 
The Recreation and Wellness Center will be closed from Dec. 19 to Jan. 3 and will reopen Monday, Jan. 4.    
 
The MSU Police Department will be staffed 24-7 during the break. For non-emergencies, call 606-783-2035 or 
use the LiveSafe app. In the event of an emergency, always dial 911.    
 
Classes for the spring semester at MSU begin Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021.  
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